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2009 FINA Masters World Records: 4 LC, 8 SC (70-74)

Yoshiko Osaki, who began swimming Masters in 1984, certainly has had an illustrious 
career during 25 years of competition. However, 2009 featured her most prized moment when 

she posted her 200th world record-setting performance in Masters swimming. She clocked 
a 1:14.58 in the women’s 100 meter free in the 70-74 age division on Oct. 3 at the 

Yokohama International Aquatic Center in Japan.
“I got goose bumps, and tears came out of my eyes,” Osaki told Swimming World 

about her 200th world record.
Osaki is one of the top Masters swimmers in Japan, year-in and year-out. As 

reported in last year’s issue when she earned a spot as a World Masters Swimmer 
of the Year, Osaki began representing Japan at the 1956 Melbourne Games. She 
also competed in the 1960 Rome Games. However, she took some time off before 
jumping back into the competitive arena as a Masters swimmer when she turned 
45.

“I saw some pictures of my husband’s swimming friends who went to a 
Masters meet in New Zealand,” Osaki said. “Suddenly, I felt like I would like 

to do it again.”
Her first swim as a Masters swimmer was impressive, as she set a Japanese 

record in the 50 free for women 45-49 with a 32.75. That time gave her the con-
fidence to start shooting for world records, and the rest is history.

Osaki earned her spot on the Top 12 list this year by finishing the com-
petitive season with 12 world records. She finished with four long course 
marks—50 free (33.61), 100 free (1:14.28), 100 back (1:32.51) and 400 
IM (6:54.93)—and eight short course records—50 free (33.36), 100 free 
(1:12.97), 400 free (5:50.41), 50 fly (37.96), 100 fly (1:28.55), 200 fly 
(3:34.59), 100 IM (1:25.77) and 200 IM (3:11.14).

Karlyn Pipes-Neilsen is a multiple winner of the award with a wide-ranging background of representation in the sport. While she 
lists United States as her country and claims the San Diego Swim Masters as her club, she lives in Hawaii and actually broke some 
FINA Masters world records this year while representing the French club, Athletic Club Boulonge Billancourt.

She typically swims for ACBB during events in which she would not have the chance to represent the San Diego Swim Masters 
in relays or at international events that do not recognize USMS cards. No matter what, this globe-trotting swimmer does what it 
takes to get her swims in.

“Swimming breathed life back into me in my early 30s after I had fallen into an unhealthy lifestyle...so, swimming literally 
saved my life,” Pipes-Neilsen said. “For me, being in the water is very meditative. When I swim, I am more centered, less stressed 
and feel at peace. When life gets a little bit too crazy, I know the water will soothe my mind and energize my body.”

She earned her spot on this year’s list by ending the 2009 competitive season with 12 FINA Masters world records. She 
finished with four long course records—200 free (2:10.09), 100 back (1:08.11), 200 back 
(2:26.06) and 200 fly (2:24.34)—and eight short course records—400 free (4:25.34), 
800 free (9:11.37), 50 back (30.31), 100 back (1:04.46), 200 back (2:18.15), 100 
IM (1:05.61), 200 IM (2:21.55) and 400 IM (5:00.29).

“I cannot imagine my life without swimming,” Pipes-Neilsen said. “While 
breaking world records and receiving recognition is great, what I enjoy most about 
swimming is the lasting and meaningful friendships I have created over the years. 
I am still really good friends with kids I swam with back when I was 8! Swimmers 
share a special bond that endures the test of time. Heck, maybe it is because we 
spend so much time with each other only wearing a skimpy swimsuit!”

Karlyn Pipes-Neilsen, 48, United States/France
San Diego Swim Masters

2009 FINA Masters World Records: 4 LC, 8 SC (45-49)
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